
1987 
Pfizer opens its Sanford, North Carolina, manufacturing site,  
home to one of the largest U.S. biotechnology facilities. 

1,200 Employees 
The site houses approximately 1,200 experts in complex medicines. 

Vaccine & Gene Therapy
Sanford is the leading facility in Pfizer’s vaccine and gene therapy 
manufacturing, using cutting-edge science and technology. 

230-Acre Campus
The Sanford campus combines state-of-the-art facilities with flexible, 
multi-product manufacturing capabilities and facilities, all of which  
are focused on: 

• Gene therapy drug substances and drug products 
• Vaccine intermediates and drug substances 
• Quality control and stability testing of clinical and 
  commercial intermediates and drug substances 

Gene therapy is a new treatment paradigm that reaches beyond traditional  
disease management and targets the root cause of a disease with the goal  
of stopping or slowing its progression. Sanford plays a leading role in Pfizer’s  
gene therapy manufacturing process. 

The site’s newest building is an advanced gene therapy commercial products  
facility that includes multi-product gene therapy suites equipped to:

• Manufacture drug substances, drug product formulation, and filling
• Inspect, label, and package clinical trial materials

Sanford produces millions of essential vaccines each year and includes: 
• Large-scale microbial fermentation, purification, and conjugation capabilities 
• Multi-product trains for manufacturing vaccine intermediates and drug  
   substances for both commercial vaccines and clinical trial materials 
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Investing For the Future

Pfizer has invested over $600 million in its Sanford facility 
over the last several years to expand its manufacturing 
capabilities in the U.S. 

These investments will help increase Pfizer’s clinical-scale 
development and commercial supply of gene therapies 
for patients with rare diseases around the world.

They have also brought hundreds of high-skilled jobs 
to the community. 

Major commercial products and clinical 
trial materials produced at the site include:

Sanford has been certified as a Carolina STAR site since 2007, the 
equivalent of an OSHA VPP certification recognizing safety excellence. 

Critical vaccine starting material: CRM197 Carrier 
Protein Drug Substance Intermediate (DSI)

Nimenrix vaccine 
Critical materials produced for the Nimenrix 
vaccine include Pneumo Next Generation 
DSI & DS, Nimenrix N. meningitidis 
polysaccharide and C. tetani toxoid DSI 

Various clinical trial materials 
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