
What is lung cancer?
Lung cancer is a cancer that begins in the lungs. It is the most 
common and deadly cancer worldwide.1
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Need for further research
Despite advances in the field of lung cancer, the prognosis for 
patients with advanced-stage disease remains extremely poor.6 

There is a clear unmet medical need for new treatment options.

Risk factors for lung cancer9,10 

Smoking, the most common cause of  
lung cancer

Exposure to radon, a naturally occurring 
radioactive gas

Exposure to other forms of radiation, such  
as during radiation therapy to the chest 

Workplace exposure to certain inhaled 
chemicals or minerals, such as asbestos,  
silica or diesel exhaust

Air pollution

Personal or family history of lung cancer

Personal history of lung disease
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The two main types of lung cancer are small cell lung 
cancer and non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC).

Non-small cell lung cancer
Non-small cell  
lung cancer accounts for  

~85%  
of all lung cancers.2

Even with today’s treatment options,  
5 year mortality rates for Stage III and IV 
NSCLC patients are higher than 85%.6

•	Persistent or worsening cough 

•	Coughing up blood

•	Chest pain

•	Shortness of breath

•	Wheezing

•	Hoarseness

•	Unexpected weight loss

•	Bone pain

•	Headache 

Symptoms
Signs and symptoms may not be apparent in early 
stages of lung cancer. When the disease is more 
advanced, common signs and symptoms can include:5

•	Surgery

•	Radiotherapy

•	Chemotherapy

•	Chemoradiotherapy

•	Targeted agents

•	Radiofrequency ablation

•	Immunotherapy

Current treatment options for 
NSCLC may include:7,8

Possible future options:
To learn about clinical trials in lung 
cancer, visit clinicaltrials.gov and  
search for ‘lung cancer’.

Incidence
Each year, more than 224,000 people in the  
U.S. are diagnosed with lung cancer and more  
than 159,000 die of this disease.3

In the E.U., there are 309,589 new cases of lung 
cancer and 264,907 lung cancer deaths annually.4



The information contained is not intended for distribution in the U.K. Any medical information is not intended as a substitute for informed medical advice. Information on products mentioned in this document 

may vary by country. Patients and healthcare professionals should be advised to check with local medical resources and regulatory authorities for information appropriate to their country. 

US-NON-0415-0015

References
1.	 GLOBOCAN 2012 v1.0, Cancer Incidence and Mortality Worldwide: IARC CancerBase 

No. 11 [Internet]. Lyon, France: International Agency for Research on Cancer; 2013. 
Available at: http://globocan.iarc.fr. Last accessed April 2015.

2.	 Molina JR, et al. Mayo Clin Proc. 2008; 83(5): 584–594.
3.	 National Cancer Institute Surveillance Epidemiology and End Results (SEER). SEER 

Stat Fact Sheets: Lung and Bronchus Cancer. Available at: http://seer.cancer.gov/
statfacts/html/lungb.html. Last accessed April 2015. 

4.	 International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)/EUCAN. Lung cancer: Estimated 
incidence & mortality from lung cancer including trachea and bronchus in both 
sexes, 2012. Available at: http://eco.iarc.fr/EUCAN/Cancer.aspx?Cancer=18. Last 
accessed April 2015.

5.	 Mayo Clinic. Lung cancer symptoms. Available at: http://www.mayoclinic.org/
diseases-conditions/lung-cancer/basics/symptoms/con-20025531. Last accessed  
April 2015. 

6.	 American Cancer Society. Non-small cell cancer survival rates by stage. Available at: 
http://www.cancer.org/cancer/lungcancer-non-smallcell/detailedguide/non-small-
cell-lung-cancer-survival-rates. Last accessed April 2015. 

7.	 NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology. Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer. Version 
5.2015. Available at: http://www.nccn.org/professionals/physician_gls/pdf/nscl.pdf. 
Last accessed April 2015.

8.	 American Cancer Society. How is non-small cell lung cancer treated? Available at: 
http://www.cancer.org/cancer/lungcancer-non-smallcell/detailedguide/non-small-
cell-lung-cancer-treating-general-info. Last accessed April 2015. 

9.	 Cancer Research UK. Lung cancer risks and causes. Available at: http://www.
cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/type/lung-cancer/about/lung-cancer-risks-and-
causes. Last accessed April 2015.

10.	 American Cancer Society. What are the risk factors for lung cancer? Available 
at: http://www.cancer.org/cancer/lungcancer-non-smallcell/moreinformation/
lungcancerpreventionandearlydetection/lung-cancer-prevention-and-early-
detection-risk-factors. Last accessed April 2015.

FACT SHEET

May 2015

Lung Cancer 

Pfizer Inc: Working together for a healthier world® 

At Pfizer, we apply science and our global resources to bring therapies to people that extend and significantly improve their lives. We strive to set the standard for quality, safety and value in the discovery, 
development and manufacture of health care products. Our global portfolio includes medicines and vaccines as well as many of the world’s best-known consumer health care products. Every day, Pfizer colleagues 
work across developed and emerging markets to advance wellness, prevention, treatments and cures that challenge the most feared diseases of our time. Consistent with our responsibility as one of the world’s 
premier innovative biopharmaceutical companies, we collaborate with health care providers, governments and local communities to support and expand access to reliable, affordable health care around the world. 
For more than 150 years, Pfizer has worked to make a difference for all who rely on us. To learn more, please visit us at www.pfizer.com. 

About Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany 

Merck KGaA of Darmstadt, Germany, is a leading company for innovative and top-quality high-tech products in healthcare, life science and performance materials. The company has six businesses – Biopharmaceuticals, 
Consumer Health, Allergopharma, Biosimilars, Life Science and Performance Materials – and generated sales of €11.3 billion in 2014. Around 39,000 employees work in 66 countries to improve the quality of life 
for patients, to foster the success of customers and to help meet global challenges. Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, is the world’s oldest pharmaceutical and chemical company – since 1668, the company has 
stood for innovation, business success and responsible entrepreneurship. Holding an approximately 70% interest, the founding family remains the majority owner of the company to this day. Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, 
Germany holds the global rights to the Merck name and brand. The only exceptions are Canada and the United States, where the company operates as EMD Serono,  EMD Millipore and EMD Performance Materials.


